
The percentage of single female 
homebuyers has steadily 
increased over the last three 
years, while married couples 
have seen a three-year decline. 
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Single female homeowners 
are grabbing their share of 
the market...
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10 Best Cities for Women to Buy Homes
Rankings are based on percentage of single women homeowners, housing 
affordability, median female income, violent crime rate, average cost of dinner 
for two, and average of walkability and transit scores. 

Single women have 
outpaced single men in 
home buying since 

1981
Average age of the 
single woman buying 
her first home in 2016: 

Average age of repeat 
single female buyer 
in 2016: 

34

57

Unmarried women are:

Gender pay gap:

More likely than other buyers to choose 
their home based on proximity to friends 
and family

More likely to compromise on the size 
and cost of their home in order to get the 
attributes most important to them

Less likely to compromise on location or 
neighborhood quality

Women earned 83% of what men 
earned in 2015.

The pay gap obviously isn’t holding single women 
back from buying homes, but it is affecting equity. 

Homes owned by single men on 
average are valued 10% higher than 
those of single women.

This isn’t the case everywhere, 
though. In Massachusetts, Kentucky, 
and Kansas, the average value of 
homes owned by women exceeded 
that of those owned by men. 

Female homeowners have seen larger 
home value gains than men in New 
York, New Jersey, North Dakota, 
Massachusetts, Virginia, and three 
more states. 

Sources:

www.nar.realtor/sites/default/files/documents/2017-profile-of-home-buyers-and-sellers-11-20-2017.pdf

www.usatoday.com/story/money/2017/09/18/hey-single-ladies-heres-where-you-should-live/671360001/

www.realtytrac.com/news/home-prices-and-sales/realtytrac-housing-gender-gap-analysis/

www.inman.com/2017/09/22/what-are-all-the-single-ladies-up-to-buying-real-estate-of-course/

http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/04/03/gender-pay-gap-facts/

http://www.jchs.harvard.edu/sites/jchs.harvard.edu/files/n06-3_drew.pdf

The value of homes owned by single 
men appreciated by 16% more than 
those owned by women. 
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